WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
successful and the Antrim jersey being something all of our children aspire to

I B wearing and taking pride in.
Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish

the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not

l ' benefitting. We, not me.

Because we believe in Saffron.

CLUB AONTROMA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 12" OCTOBER 2020
COMMITTEE

Executive Officers / Trustees Committee Members

Niall Murphy (Chairman) Kathryn Bradley (Camogie rep)

Ciaran Kearney (secretary) Tony Shivers (Saffron Business Forum)
Eimear Grieve (Treasurer) Frankie Quinn (County Secretary)
Margaret Flynn (Registrar) Ciaran McCavana (County Chairman)
Gerry Carlile (PRO) Sean Kelly (County PRO)

CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

Our new committee assumed position on 20" June 2019.
There were 62 active Direct Debits as of that date, per month.
We today have 107 active Direct Debits.

As such we have enhanced our membership by 73%.

The committee met 6 times prior to the event of the pandemic

4t July 2019 10t October 2019
22" August 2019 14 January 2020
17" September 2019 10* February 2020

The primary objectives of the committee are
- toincrease support for Gaelic Games and cultural activity within our county.
- to promote support for our county teams.
- to attract more members to increase the funds raised for the GAA in Antrim.

ACTIVITIES

RELAUNCH Wednesday 11% September 2019, with county captains, Conor McCann, Declan Lynch
and Emma Kelly. A leaflet was published which included details for joining Club Aontroma.

WEBSITE www.ClubAontroma.com A new website was designed by Martin McCarry, which
crucially includes a facility to join online via a direct debate. Relaunched in March 2020.

PROGRAMS  We undertook to produce quality match day programs to enhance match day
experience, for players and spectators, to showcase positive developments in the County and in our
clubs and to commemorate history and memorialise legacy.

DISBURSEMENTS We reviewed applications for funds and approved several worthy applicants
including Corrigan Park redevelopment, Cumann na mBunscol and LGFA and Camogie live streams for
the respective county finals.


http://www.clubaontroma.com/
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RE-LAUNCH OF CLUB AONTROMA 11" September 2019

Our first activity was to relaunch Club Aontroma, which was done with a press event at the new Davitts
facility on Wednesday 11" September 2019, with county captains, Conor McCann, Declan Lynch and
ladies footballer Emma Kelly. A leaflet was published which included details on joining Club Aontroma.
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2019 COUNTY FINAL PROGRAMS, RELAUNCH FLYERS AND POP UP BANNERS

On balance the programs cost us £252, one more advert in each program would have neutralised
the cost, which was a lesson learned and an expense well incurred.

NET COST TO CLUB AONTROMA including relaunch flyers and pop up banners £889.

Total costs £4337

- Hurling program £2200 2400 Hurling programs £2200
(bigger program 36 pages, as it covered the minor, junior, intermediate and senior finals and
was very labour intensive in a shorter period of time)

- Football program £1430 1000 football programs £1430
(24 pages, 12 of which were near enough ready from the hurling program)

- 12,000 Flyers £557
- PopUps £150

Net Income £3448 (after program sellers/clubs paid)

- Hurling £1871 (-£130 paid to Michaela Foundation)

- Football £1178
- Advertisements £400

ANTRIM GAA | CLG AONTROMA

NORTHERN SWITCHGEAR

SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER 2019

MINOR FOOTBALL FINAL SENIOR FOOTBALL FINAL
Venue Corrigan Park 1:15pn Venue Corrigan Park 3:3

Clann na hEireann, Carragan Clann na hEireann, Carragan
v Naomh Brid vLamh Dhearg

Referee Con. M Referee S

m N'RTHERN The Official Antrim County Football

Finals Matchday Programme

ANTRIM COUNTY
HURLING FINALS

JUNIOR | INTERMEDIATE | MINOR | SENIOR

SAT 28 SEPT 2019

Lamh Dhearg
Minor B Hurling Final 12.00
Rossa v Tir nanOg
Referee Mark McD:

Casement Social Club SUN 29 SEPT 2019

Junior Hurling Final 13 .4 Mac Uilin
Gort na Ména v Naomh Pol Minor A Hurling Final 45¢
Referee Ciaran McCloskey Na Seamréga v Mac Uilin

Referee K
Ruairi Og Cushendall b

Andersonstown Social Club Bathshack Senior
Intermediate Hurling Final 17.00pr Hurling Final 15.00prr
Cathaoir an Ri v Naomh Eanna Dun Laithi v Ruairi 3 ndall
Referee Darren McKeow Referee /

m bathshack The Official Antrim County Hurling
B <P Finals Matchday Programme €3.0(
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NATIONAL LEAGUE PROGRAMS
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(4 home games in football out of 7, only 2 home games in hurling out of 5)

COST £3624

Sunday 26" January ~ NFL vs Wexford
COST £525 plus VAT £105 = £630

Sunday 2" February  NHL vs Mayo
COST £525 plus VAT £105 = £630

Sunday 23 February  NHL vs Meath 1230
Sunday 23" February  NFL vs Carlow 1430
COST £1190 plus VAT £238 = £1428

Sunday 1 March NFL v Limerick
COST £780 plus VAT £156 = £936

Sunday 22 March NFL v Waterford
DELAYED

INCOME £1233

Glenavy £275 LODGED £2 per unit

Loch gCaol £320 LODGED £3 per unit

Portglenone  £300 lodged
Glenavy £138 lodged

Portglenone  £200

Glenavy

PROGRAM ADVERTISING REVENUE £3700 (£3300 received, £400 extant)

LN REWNRE

Dante Catering (5 games)

Data Dispatch (6 games)

KRW Law (6 games SBF*)
Premier Electrics 5 games SBF*)
Kennedy Centre (4 games)
Kelly Landscape (4 games)

Loch gCaol CLG (2 games)
McCauley Christie (2 games)
Wild Duck (1 game)

10. Pound Bar (2 games)
11. Sign Time

Amount Received £3300

Eimear has issued invoices to the two remaining businesses.

OVERALL SUMMARY £1269 profit (with £400 still extant)

COST £3264 INCOME (sales and advertising) £4533, with £400 due in.

Taking the £889 loss from the county final programs, leaflets and banners, and the £1269 profit from
the national league programs, on balance we are £380 in profit, from all programs, with £400 extant.
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PLAYER PROFILES A core aim of Club Aontroma is to enhance the profile of our county teams and as
such our players and to enhance the connectivity between the panels and supporters. Player profiles
is the perfect means to do this. We met with both panels and managements and have an agreement
in principle for panel membership of Club Aontroma with an undertaking for investment in return.

JAMES MCAULEY MARG JORDAN

DERMOT' MCALEESE
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Michael Davitt GAC. Belfast was officially
established in 1912 with the club
headquarters established at 2a Dunvile
Street, Falls Road, more fondly known as

DAVITTS

opportunities to the people of the Clonard,
Falls and Beechmount areas. all without a
pitchor facilties of its own which meant they
had to hire, train and play on various pitches
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CLUB PROFILES Club Aontroma sought to showcase the exceptional visionary and ambitious capital
development which is underway throughout the county via Club Profiles in match programs.

Alot of people within the Club (some sadly
no longer with us) put a lot of work into
making the Davitt Park dream a reality,
but none more 3 club
Chairman Tommy Shaw. Davitt Park is the
ultimate legacy of the energy and drive the
indefatigable and talismanic Tommy has

han long servin

brought to the club for many decades.

While the complex was officially opened

the 'Shack. This became the spiritual home scattered around West Belfast and beyond

of the Club and remained so right up Untll |, 2012, the Club officers first engaged

with the Diocese of Down and Connor
to seek their permission to make use of a
toxic wasteland that belonged to Corpus

seventies.

Christi College and
with a piece of derelict wasteland, owned

ich lay idol, along

by the Department of Social Development
which was used and abused by local youths,
a magnet for anti-social behaviour and a
blight on the local community.

The Club purchased the DSD land and after
aperiod of discussion and consultation, the

Diocese very generously agreed a long-
term lease for the adjoining land. After
extensive planning, work began on the
club's ambitious €1.65m Project in 2017
th funding secured through Belfast City

The club has maintained a presence in
the immediate area and following a short

ard Street

tenure at Lower Cl ved to

the current location at the junction of the
Falls Road and Clonard Street in 1985. The

Council, National Lottery Community Fund
BIFFA and strongly supported by Antrim
and Ulster GAA, to extensively develog
the site and transform it into a sustainable,
enhanced community sports, health/
being facility. a safe, attractive space

social clubhouse has undergone several
transformations since then: the last in
December 2019 and is now a thriving social
club for local Gaels and associates. with
gym facilties for use by club members

we

For over 100 years, the club provided for the Club. local schools and community

soclal, community, cultural and sporting users of all ages.

CLUBFOCUS"
ROGER CASEMENTS
PORTGLENONE

Cuirimid féilte speisialta réimh an Foireann Aontroma agus an Foireann Luimnigh innniu
go bPéirc Ui Ceallaigh. We welcome the footballers, team officials and supporters
of Antrim and Limerick today to Kelly Park, Portglenone. Roger Casement’s GAC
are delighted to host the first National League football game ever to take place
in Portglenone. We were equally privileged to host the Division 2A hurling game
last Sunday between Antrim and Meath. Portglenone have a rich history of having
representation at County level, we currently have three players in the Senior football
panel and our Club Treasurer also holds this position at County Level.

ago, after purchasing a small farm of seven
acres at a cost of £1.050. In 2015 the Club
embarked on its most ambitious phase. the
development of a Second Playing Pitch in
the adjoining field of seven acres. effectively
doubling its footprint. Any inspection of
GAA facilities especialy here in SW Antrim
would clearly underline the important role
that the GAA performs, holding communities
together, providing first class facilties,
providing employment opportunities, and so
on. Casements have relied on the professional
skills of its membership, whether design.
buiding, financial, advisory. and they have
responded in great measures.

John Horas

We are pleased to make available our recently
completed facilities: a second full-size

Pitch, with flood-lighting, spectator and ball
stop fencing, with vehicular access. parking
facilities, boundary fencing and sub shelters
Adesignated pedestrian access with amenity
n the Club's
existing site. Through a massive fundraising

ighting provides access fro

nitiative this 1.2 milion pounds project has
been achieved with all bils paid. We were
od to receive the 2018 Ulster Council
President’s Award for the best faciities in
Antrim and the runners-up in Ulster.

delig

mmittee at pitch opening

As Casements and Geraldines approact
our Eightieth Year the Committee has very
us plans to mark this milestone. 2019

Founded in 1941 the Club moved to its
current home in Gortgole fifty four years ambiti

13

The development work was carried out by
Tony Patterson Sports Grounds and the
complex, named Davitt Park. is now a

e
of the art development that includes a
grass pitch with a spectator stand, a flood:
lit 4g training pitch, changing rooms. hurling
wall. childrens playground, outdoor gym
and walking track

New pitch completed

was marked with the opening of a Gym for
use by both the footbalers and camogs
alike. Phase Five of our Development is well
inhand. All made possible by the assurance

of voluntary labour and general volunteerism.
The establishment and continued presence
of Club Portglenone has proved to be the

in February 2019, the pitch has rested
and grown since then but on Saturday
8th February 2020 Tommy, along with the
members of Davitts GAC and hopefully
a huge support will welcome our cou
senior hurlers for the Inaugural game to

against reigning Al

Ireland champions, Tipperary

New pitch completed 2

backbone and driving force of all future
development. We are committedto investing
for future generations, determined toimprove
our faciities, drawing on the skils and drive
of our members and enthusiastic to set and
achieve the necessary fundraising targets

3D plan of pitch before development.
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CLUB FOCUS

NAOMH EANNA CLG

The calendar year of 2019 saw the most successful year in the history of Naomh Eanna CLG,
with both their senior teams claiming Intermediate Ulster championships, losing only to Kerry
football and Kilkenny hurling champions, their footballers odyssey concluding in Croke Park in
the All Ireland final, with the hurlers only being stopped by the most successful club team in
Kilkenny history, led by 9 times All Ireland champion and All Star, GAA legend Tommy Walsh.

Club PRO Seamus Mac D

illtells us about th

tion of a £2 million community hall,

Halla Eannat Nestled into the Cave Hill and visible from the M2 passing Sandyknowes, the hallis
abeacon for language, culture and sport for all north Belfast and Glengormley Gaels.

January 2020 saw another first for the
club. the completion of the construction
anna — Halla Eanna, while
our recent on-field activities inspired our

of lonad Pobx

juveniles and brought our history to national
attention, the new community building is the
physical manifestation of the continuous
and ongoing development of Pobal Eanna.
Pobal Eanna is; Naomh Eanna CLG, Naiscoil
& Gaelscoil Eanna, Croi Eanna & Cumann

Oige Chroi Eanna, each independent but also

interdependent

The 20 month construction of the hall began
in June 2018 and it's recent conclusion has
provided a spectacular result!

|22

CLUB FOCUS GLENARIFFE 7

Our project

me about as Oisins

re need fo

Glenariffe
changing

communif

mmuni
for a community hub

the whole community w

the hurling club grounds.

safe to access.

main road with g

reformedto

Followi xtensive

arch throughout the community it was

dent that the club members wanted new
indoor training

inction rooms

The almost €2 million cost. came from a
cocktail of funding, with investment coming
from An Ciste Infheistiochta (the Irish
Language Fund), the Social Investment Fund,
the Department of Communities, Antrim
rabbey Borough Council and

fur

g which collectively

allowed the dream to become a reality

Ground floor, reception, changing
rooms, sports hall and ball wall

The entrance area is an ideal display area
or event space. The sliding partition allows
this space to be quickly and easily changed,
underlining a multi-use aspect

Just off the exhibition area, we have a modern

ven and also an of

X ce space, which we
intend to locate our successful Siopa Eanna

which provides all playing gear for our 981

members and school uniforms for Gaelscoil

E4nna. providinga crucialincome for the wider

Eanna community

The reception, opens into a corridor to two

changing rooms, complete with showers

o the

affording internal and external access
indoor 4G hall and the outdoor Ball Wall and

grass pitches.

The following 8 years were solelyimmersed

draising and applying

grants were

able. In

all our hard work started t

e Programme
£420.000: this was followed with funding

Council for

from Causeway Coast & Glen:

00 from Ulster
t our kitchen

£180.000: we received £30.
rden Vilages Fund t

and to bridge the gap we took a loan f
UCIT (Uister Commun nvestment
Trust Ltd) for £150.000 b

need for this fac wa

¢ there are 4

The centre comprises of 2 levels - on the
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jing rooms, passing “Seormra

ter the massive hall, 30

development in this area wi
thetic piaying nto the future, The 1st floor is sen

12 metre high

a communications room, with the highest

ound surfact

©echanical and ele
vith LAN and

trical

LAN

enerous storage facility

The entire building is ethically b

door, the largest ball wallin Ireland an ‘excellent’ environmental BR
quare feet wall serv

sk a The building produces p:
ush tarmac surface rements itself w

srse the sedum (grass)

integral part of the building wit

Ity (reception area). lift and stair cating the Orior

tair

to the Irish language
e elevated platforms

r. the view of the whole site is
provide support

the buildi

Basement
h matches on the Gerry

The building is future proofed

ensuring that a

cavated with retaining w

v from within the buiding give a

vista of Slemish straight ahe

o the right. with Scotland infinishe

n aclear day

this space will be deve

1 room further prov

e Irish language centre is the changing rooms and anothe

of the building and under the Cost-£18
Funders: SIF. An Ciste Infheistiochta
ANBC, club fundraising,
Architect: Nial O'Neill fr

llion

eistiochta, the

f the art classrooms,

interactive  whiteboar

ON
and  environme

leasant and positive AM Certification of “Excellent

On this floor we also have a community
room, which again has fabulous views
overlooking the lrish Sea and kitchen.
This room leads onto a balcony from
which you can watch training, matches
or a prime spot for the budding artist.
The community room has been used daily
since we opened in June 2019. The room
has been a great benefit to the club as

are able to carry out intemnal fitness training
On the first floor there is a 16-station gym n the winter months for all age groups and
which has fabulous views up the Glenariffe  for fundraising events. The community
Glen. Our current users range from age 16
ose in their 80's. It has been a fabulous
for those wanting to improve in their
mental as well as their physical wellbeing

have used
teas. exercise and arts and crafts classes.

for birthday parties, funeral
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Showcasing Positivity

GAELFAST

TUS NUA - ALL COUNTY

ALL CODES - ALL COMMUNITIES

Gaelfast is a pioneering new approach

iasm and involvement
games. Our mandate is to be a
for change in Belfast and across
Antrim. Our mission is: Al County, Al
Codes and All Communities.

to reignite en
in gae!

cati

Is tis nua & Gaelfast i bhforbhairt ar
gcluichi Gaelacha i gContae Aontroma
Tus maith leath na hoibre |
Our 2019 Games Devel
embraces All Codes. Through this,

ment Plan

] Saffron Business Forum \

Gaelfast has created opportunities fi
sunty C
Our
of underage Development Sq
developing proposals for anew. coherent

player pathway. to the athletic

and personal develo nt of our young
people from ul3 to u20. Our team is

forging new part

and across Antrim, Working with
Cumann na mBunscol and promoting

T*R CENTRE
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the GAA 5 Star Centre initiative, we  about the real needs of ordinary Gaels.
are helping hundreds of teachers and  Thisis the first study of its kind in Belfast
and Antrim

upgrade their own capacity
es. Just dowr :
From the Causeway coast to the Lough

its own rich heritage in gaelic ga
Our ground-breaking Club Membership
Survey will provide a research baseline

five year fix or

success. Our

Gaelfast, ta siol curtha !

s to create an
ntrim within

Our Members

Abacus Recruitment fonaCAB Natural World Products Ltd
Andras Hotels Galgorm Resort & Spa North Financial Planning LLP
ATC Systems Ltd Gillans Chemist Northern Property

Ashdown HVAC Controls Ltd Hannon Transport Northern Switchgear
Automation Controls Ltd Hart & Co Solicitors (0'Neills International

B4B Telecoms Heron Bros Ltd Sportswear

Balmoral Hotel Hill Vellacott Outsource Solutions (NI) Ltd
Bank of reland HRJ Martin Peak Physique

Bathshack Homefit Merchants People Tst

800 Northern Ireland The lrish News PKF-FPM

Bennett (Construction) Ltd J Haughey and Co Podium & Sport

Bourke Sports John McQuillan (Contracts) Ltd Premier Electrics

BTA Pharm Kelly Stone Quarter Chartered Accountants
Burke Systems & Solutions Keystane Law Radius Corparate Finance
Cairn Electrical Consulting Ltd Killaney Estates Ltd Saffron Gael

Carson McDowell LLP KPMG Sean Graham Bookmakers Ltd
CBRE NI Ltd KRW LAW LLP Semple & McKillop Ltd
Century Electrical Wholesale Ltd Lagan Group Shannon Roadmarkings Ltd
Christie & McCauley Lambert Smith Hampton Sperrin Switchgear Ltd
Conlon Group Lehding Services Design Ltd Straben Limited

Convery Sportsturf & Landscape Lisburn Road Dental Clinic Syndeo

Contractors Lockton Companies LLP Team Kit

Cleaver Fulton Rankin Lynskey Engineering Ltd The Country Garage

Creagh Concrete M. Hasson & Sons Ltd The League of Advertising
Deloitte LLP Macklin Group Think People Consulting

DFC NI Ltd MCA Systems Ltd Tharnton Roafing (ireland) Ltd
Donnelly Group MCE Public Relations Ltd Total Produce

Dowds Group MeKeague Morgan & Company Traction Finance

Dowting Financial Planning Ltd McKeever Hotels Ltd Travel Ireland Coaches Ltd
Down Royal Park Racecourse Ltd McLaughlin & Harvey TrustFord

E McMullan Ltd Mercury Security and Tughans

ESS (Electronic and Security Facilities Value Cabs

Serviced Limited) Management Ltd Vincent Rainey Finance Ltd
Evolve CPA Millar McCall Wylie Solicitors WSS, Mercer

Failte Feirste Thiar Muldoon & Co Ltd Willis Insurance

First Trust Bank Musco Lighting Europe Ltd
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Because we believe in Saffron.

Commemorating history

[y e -

| THE MEN OF ‘69

By John e

When Antrim set out on their Ulster Under 21 Championship campaign
in the summer of ‘69 the north of Ireland, and Belfast in particular, was
atroubled place. The majority of the team were from the city and there
was much more going on around West Belfast at that time to occupy

young minds than playing football.

That Is what makes the achievement of
that great team even moré remarkable.
Under the guidance of the great St John's
stalwart Tommy Hall they defied the odds
in more ways than one to win an Ulster
and All Ireland title and write their names
in the history books as arguably Antrim's
greatest team, The backbone of the
team were from the city with St John's
supplying four of them in Andy McCallin,
Gerry McCann, Din Joe McGroggan and
Martin McGranaghan while Rossa had
Aian Hamilland Jimmy Mullan. Gerry Neillis
was from Sarsfields. Terry Dunlop came
from Q'Donnell's, Mickey Culbert. Gerry
Pollock and Joe Dowds from St Gall's
and Liam Millar from Dwyers. Goalkeeper
Ray Mcliroy and Sean Boyland came from

. Mitchell's, Donal Burns from St Enda’s in
Glengormley, while St Malachy's supplied
the man who would lift the Clarke Cup on
the steps of Croke Park on September
14th 19869 Liarn Boyle.

Down in the south west of the county
Liam Killough from Ahoghill was chosen
to wear the number 3 shirt, while Gerry
Dillon from Dunloy had the number 14 on

his back, Dillon’s clubmate Sean McLean
plus Creggan’s Sean Maguire and Dessie
McAteer and Kieran O'Neill from Glenavy
were also members of the panel.

The journey started on June 1st when
Monaghan fell to a Gerry Dillon double
in what was a comfortable win for the
Saffrons ina preliminary round, Derry, who
had eight of the 1968 All Ireland winning
minor team in their ranks were next to fall
on June 18th as Wee Andy grabbéd four
pdints and Din Joe McGroggan gt agoal

In the semi-final, which was played more
than a month later on July 13th, Antrim
were way too strong for Fermanagh as
McCallin, Din Joe McGroggan and Sean
Boyland all found the Erne nettoset up &
final meeting with Down.

During the build up to the final against a
Down team who had no less than eight of
the 1968 Al Ireland Senior winning team
in their ranks, including team captain
Colm McAlarney, conditions for training
were far from ideal with nightly rioting
providing the backdrop, However this
special team managed to get through it all

REMEMBER THE MEN OF ‘89

By John ‘Curly’ Mcliwaine

\ 'and on Sunday August 10th they shocked
the football world by beating the Mourne
men by 2-8 to 1-9, with star of the show.
Andy McCaliin hitting the Down net inside
the opening minute. 3

Antrim were drawn away to Munster
champions Cork in the All Ireland semi-
final and thanks to the intervention of
then Taoiseach Jack Lynch a plane was
commissioned to take them on their
Jjourney. Once again the young men from
the troubled city of Belfast defied the
odds as they won by 3-7 to 1-12 againsta
Corkside that had the great Ray Cummins,
in its ranks, two of the goals coming the
mercurial Din Joe McGroggan,

The final against Roscommon on
Septemnber 14th was far from a classic
but Antrim got over the line in a tough’

At S
battle against the Connacht men lay.1-8/ ¢
10.0-10, 1-5 of those come from Wee ™~ ™
Andy who proved again to be’the man for
the.big day. s y

. Sadly time has caught Up with a few of

the men who made Antrim hearts proud
that September day 50 golden years ago.
Dirt Jo died tragically in a bomb attack on
the White Fort Inn in July. 1876 when he
nippedinfora quick pint before setting off
on holiday with his wife and two children.
Martin McGranahan has also gone to his
eternal reward but thankfully the majority
of the team were still together when they
met in on the 50th anniversary at the
Balmoral Hotel and later in Casement
Social Club, Hopéfully they will be there:
again today in Corrigan Park to receive the
praise and cheers they so richly deserve.
We may never see their likes again!

ANTRIM SENIOR HURLING TEAM. 1989 ALL IRELAND FINAL




Memorialising legacy

TRIALS
TRIUMPHS

By Anto Finnegan

I've travelled to every corner of our
wonderful county over the years for work

training as a player and as a spectator. The

people, the history andthe scenerycombine

to make it a very special place for me.

Recently | came across a little piece of
history that | am embarrassed to admit
| did not know before. Which leads me
to the title of this piece. The motto for
the county of Antrim is “Per angusta

ad augusta’ atin), which translates to

Trials to Triumphs”. Whoever

i that phrase many years ago must
have had a crystal ball. We could adopt
this motto for Antrim GAA

It would be easy to be negative at this

point and list the things that | believe are
wrong within our county, but there are
others that have a better insight to those

things than | do. So 'l leave that to them

Also, to focus on these things wou
to ignore and do a disservice to the hard
work that is going on, much of it unseen
particularly at underage level to raise the
standards and participation levels across

allages and codes

The successful application by the
previous county board for funding to
Croke Park for the Gaelfast programme
s a game changer, if it delivers tangible
results, specifically around increasing
participation levels, Having seen first

hand the collaboration between the

|8

Gaelfast team, St Mary's university and
the participating schools, | believe our
county board will be in a strong position
to secure further funding to grow the

programme into the future

We are hc
Casement and it would be great to see

efully close to a decisior

the first sod of turf cut early in the New

Year. Overcoming the challenges and
delays faced in the last number of years

will be a huge relief to all Antrim gaels

Our development squads are attending
and in many cases competing for
silverware across Ireland. The challenge
will be in maintaining a conveyor belt of
talent with the skills

Jired to transition to senior level

and positive attitude

re

The senior club competitions have throwr
up some cracking games to date, some of
which have taken two or three (/). more

arate teams, The standard

games to se

f Hurling at the recent semi-finals and

finals held at McQ Ballycastle was

as good as anything e on TG4 eact

Sunday. and indeed this year. we were
showcased on TG4 for the entire country
to watch and enjoy. raising the profile of
our club competitions even further. The
goals alone were worth tuningin for. Some
of the scores achieved this year have
been outrageous, with audacious scores

in both football semi finals games

GAA HALL OF FAME

By Brendan Crossan

Terence ‘Sambo’ McNaughton
—Antrim Legend inducted into
GAA Hall of Fame at Croke Park

UPON his GAA Hall of Fame induction in

Croke Park earlier this month, Te

aughtonjoked t
" on the 20
didn't disquise the sense of pride he felt at

Sambo’ McN the w:

token Ulste roster - but

bei \gnised in such lofty company

Flanked by his wife Ursula, his sons Shane

ind Christy ghter Terri-Marie

Sambo' remembered some of the men

je him into one of the greatest

f his generatior

and | hope it's a lovely

ur for » and the people that
ached me ike Jim Nelson and Alex
merson and Brian Thompson, God rest him

and God rest Jim

Now 56-years-young, Sambo has come
a long way since spending endless hours
hitting against the old ruins of
James wart's cottage and the sense

of achievement he felt when helping
Cushendall Ruairi Ogs win the North
Antrim Championship backin 1977

By the early 1980s, he became one

driving forces of the Ruairl Ogs senior t
med county titles in ‘85 and
e establishing himseif as one of the

key players in Antrim's pursuit of provincial

and All-Irelanc

y

ournalist Gerry McLaughlin

S ighton does

mer Irish News
famously wrote:

WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
successful and the Antrim jersey being something all of our children aspire to
wearing and taking pride in.

Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish
the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not
benefitting. We, not me.

Because we believe in Saffron.

Much needed support from the county  acknowledge when things go wrong and

board to Charities and other community more importantly, work to address them

groups such as Cancer focus, Bowel

o
Football and Hurling managet

There is stil much to do. Our county

Cancer UK and our own deterMND, all

equire ful

with a GAA member connection is
. support from all clubs and players if we are
be commended. If we are to triumpt
to moveup through the divisions, We have
our assoclation has a wider role to play .
overcome many trials and will face more in

than just producing competitive teams.
or, we all have our

b the years ahead. Howe
Thankfully Antrim GAA excel in this area b

part to play to ensure we triumph.
and the great work they dois underpinned
by a public relations and social media  Perangustaad augusta
Through Trials To Triumphs

> Anto Finnegan

platform that is second to none

Do our county board get everything rigr
No. Are there areas for improvement

Absolutely. The issues around fixtures
are aways a bone of contentior

Communications with clubs can also be
better. Having said that, our current Chair
has shown that rather than ignore or run

away from criticism, he is prepared to

1 he reluctantly ul
ter-county scene w s
s know you're finished. ighe
your brain is telling You need
run out to the ’ eling
you: 'l ain't going
ays. Sambo ha: ays
H sched every level at club and county
and Just recently guided Naomh Eanna
Wision One hurling for the first time in the
b's b v
5ambo was defiance Itself, a force of nature
ho ne t s hurling field X ourse: 6 nd sbout
A J final defe romations and lifting
which he describes a ' et carri
Ry, WhS Swardec o ess a team is a goo y dor
want anything t Peopie

t want t




WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
successful and the Antrim jersey being something all of our children aspire to

wearing and taking pride in.
Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish

the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not

. f- benefitting. We, not me.

Because we believe in Saffron.

Corrigan Park £25,000

Our most significant contribution was £25,000 to the capital development project of a 500 seater
stand and 2000 terraced standing at Corrigan Park.

Whereas Antrim will own and have a say in the redeveloped Casement Park, Ulster Council will be the
authority. Antrim requires a ground of our own, for all of our games that we have control of. A county
ground fit for purpose, such as Parnell Park for Dublin. Groundworks commenced on Monday 20%"
January, planning having been approved already.

By 2023 we will have Casement, Corrigan and Dunsilly.

At our committee meeting on 14™ January 2020, our office bearers of Club Aontroma approved the
donation of £25k now and undertook to review an application for a further £25k later in the year.

Our contribution was noted and appreciated by the applicants and reported publicly in the press:

1.
2.
3.

https://thesaffrongael.com/2020/06/22/corrigan-park-development-starting-to-take-shape/
https://www.gaa.ie/news/antrim-gaa-are-busy-building-a-brighter-future/

Antrim optimism over Casement go-ahead as Corrigan Park gets face lift BBC Sport
www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/gaelic-games/53149623
https://www.rte.ie/sport/gaa/2020/0624/1149319-gaels-set-to-unite-in-brotherhood-as-
pitches-open/
http://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/irishnews/irishnews//sport/gaafootball/2
020/06/22/news/corrigan-park-rebuild-the-continued-shaft-of-light-in-antrim-
1981022/content.html

'It's like hitting a reset button' - Club Aontroma chairman Niall Murphy on life after Covid-19 -
BBC Sport www.bbc.co.uk/sport/gaelic-games/53139279



https://thesaffrongael.com/2020/06/22/corrigan-park-development-starting-to-take-shape/
https://www.gaa.ie/news/antrim-gaa-are-busy-building-a-brighter-future/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/gaelic-games/53149623
https://www.rte.ie/sport/gaa/2020/0624/1149319-gaels-set-to-unite-in-brotherhood-as-pitches-open/
https://www.rte.ie/sport/gaa/2020/0624/1149319-gaels-set-to-unite-in-brotherhood-as-pitches-open/
http://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/irishnews/irishnews/sport/gaafootball/2020/06/22/news/corrigan-park-rebuild-the-continued-shaft-of-light-in-antrim-1981022/content.html
http://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/irishnews/irishnews/sport/gaafootball/2020/06/22/news/corrigan-park-rebuild-the-continued-shaft-of-light-in-antrim-1981022/content.html
http://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/irishnews/irishnews/sport/gaafootball/2020/06/22/news/corrigan-park-rebuild-the-continued-shaft-of-light-in-antrim-1981022/content.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/gaelic-games/53139279

WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
successful and the Antrim jersey being something all of our children aspire to
wearing and taking pride in.

Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish
the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not
benefitting. We, not me.

Because we believe in Saffron.

Utster € nt Oliver Ga cal MP Paul y joined memb trim county board, C1 The Saffron
Business Forum and members of the St John's club at Monday's cutting of the cerem mark the start of the building
of the new stand at Corrigan Park. Pic by John e



WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
successful and the Antrim jersey being something all of our children aspire to

wearing and taking pride in.
Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish

the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not
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Because we believe in Saffron.

RELAUNCH OF WEBSITE www.ClubAontroma.com March 2020

Home About Programmes News Contact Us Sign Up
ONTROMA —_—

Join Us - become a Club Aontroma member!

Club Aontroma

The management and development of the Gaelic Games in Antrim is in a
strong, confident and vibrant era.

With our new and ambitious capital projects at Casement Park and Corrigan
Park and our Centre of Participation at Dunsilly, as well as the GaelFast
initiative, we have much to look forward to and plan for.

Our shared goal is to increase support for Gaelic Games and cultural activity
within our county and to promote support for our county teams.

Our new committee seeks to attract more members into Club Aontroma to
increase the funds raised for the Gaelic Games in Antrim.

View All Videos
Home About Programmes News Contact Us Sign Up
ONTROMA

Sign Up

Home > Sign Up

Claraigh

Please sign up for a direct debit donation with Club Aontroma by clicking the link below.

Sign up to Donate Now

Oversea's Supporters

For those of you who are oversea's or unable to set up a direct debit you can still support us via the link below.

Oversea's Donations


http://www.clubaontroma.com/

WHY JOIN CLUB AONTROMA
Because Antrim belongs to all of us, it is our place and our home.

Because we share as a collective ambition, a desire to see our county being
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wearing and taking pride in.
Because we are committed to community, parish, club and county and we cherish
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. f- benefitting. We, not me.

Because we believe in Saffron.

LIVE STREAMS OF CAMOGIE and LGFA COUNTY FINALS £1200

Cognisant of our four code, One Antrim ethos, we donated £1200 to ensure that the county finals in
Ladies Football and Camogie were broadcast live on Facebook by Jerome Quinn.

Antrim Camogie
@CamogieAontroim

Replying to @ClubAontroma @AontroimGAA and
@AntrimLGFA

Ar mbuiochas le Club Aontroma a
chuir an cluiche ceannais ar fail ar
line inné.

Thanks to Club Aontroma for
arranging streaming of our senior
final yesterday.

Please support their efforts to
promote all Gaelic Games in the
County

#LeChéile

Translate Tweet

11:15 - 21/09/2020 - Twitter for Android

Antrim Camogie
@CamogieAontroim

‘The Live Stream made it even better
- Loughgiel captain Maeve Connolly
thanked @ClubAontroma and
@JeromeQuinn & @MQ_Video &
@janepadams14 after tonight's
Senior Final win.. @UlIsterCamogie
@OfficialCamogie

7,100 views

AntrimLGFA
@ANtrimLGFA

Replying to @ClubAontroma @CamogieAontroim
and @AontroimGAA

Without the help and support of
@ClubAontroma we would not have
been able to live stream our
intermediate final. For just £10 a
month you could help support gaelic
games in Antrim / #SaffsTogether

10:12 - 21/09/2020 - Twitter for Android

A8 AntrimLGFA
/ @AntrimLGFA

Champions! From our Live Stream
with @MQ_Video and with thanks to
@ClubAontroma for making it
happen.

2 Moneyglass GAC

17:45 - 13/09/2020 - Twitter Web App
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wearing and taking pride in.
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@

Because we believe in Saffron.

PRESENTATION OF JERSEYS, SHORTS AND SOCKS TO CUMANN na mBUNSCOL £1332

PR, —
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Gaelic Games

Children
will savour
the thrill of
donning the
jersey of
their heroes

1 Swinday s Anbrism SFC
Haal in Portglenonc, Niall
Murphy (centre) presented
a mew set of jprseys on behalf of
Club Asntroma to Fasdie Shiven
and M Brady of Comann na
mhusscol
he perseys, shorts amd socks
will be worn by representative
tmary s« hood children ot the
£ 1hme games of county Natlonal
League malebes,
“We are delighted 1o be able
10 coatribute to the ongolag
development of Gaelle Gasmes

InTﬂ our mext generation,
saul (1:’» ,\mum-rmnmu

we are trying 1o achieve, Pumdralsing efforts via our website  ensared the broadeast of LU

work belag carvied out by owr

Niall Murphy e chibdren will know that they Chahaantroma com for 810 per and Camogie county flmals this tewd hers,
“Cumann na mBusscol have have the same jersey on thelr back  month you can pul vour shoslder Pl week, complementing the Meanwhibe, treasurer Donal
re-arganised and repuvesated as captalos Comor McCann or & 1o the fundraming wheel ln exceptional broadcast efforts of Murphy and PRO Sean Kelly

Themselves on an allcomnty basks, Dechan Lynch amd that can only recent months the sum ot of our  the county bowrd. handed orver a 81,000 chegue on

with the assistunce of the Gaelfast
project, aind that our youngest

Gaels will wear the same jersey as
helr senbor heroes bs part of what

but inspire thew. "
Murphy added. | would

appeal o all Salfrom minded
Cawls to conalider joining our

efforts has contributed 525,000
10 the developient of Corrlgan
Park and comsistent with our four
cudes appeoach we have also

“But primary sehool is where
e Gaelic josmrney beghus for ws
all and it was special to make &
Comtribution towarids the great

e hall of the Antrim Cownty Board
1o Patrick and John Mcllwalne

of the Saffron Gael, the county's
valine magazine
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Saffron Gael £500 donation made
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Ciaran Kearney presents cheque to Curley Mcllwaine
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the volunteerism that the GAA is built on. We are about contributing, not
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Because we believe in Saffron.

SENIOR PANEL ENGAGEMENT

On 3 March 2020, Ciaran Kearney and Niall Murphy met the senior hurling panel, to advocate the
benefits of Club Aontroma membership. Darren Gleeson was particularly keen to emphasise a
mutually beneficial relationship given his experience of the Tipperary Supporters Club. Niall also met
with Lenny Harbinson, as did Ciaran with our camogie and LGFA reps, with similar engagements having
been arranged with the respective panels, which were cancelled due to the event of the pandemic.

https://clubaontroma.com/news/antrim-hurlers-support-club-aontroma

Antrim Hurlers support Club Aontroma 5th March 2020

Club Aontroma Chairperson Niall Murphy and Secretary Ciaran Kearney met with the Antrim
Senior Hurlers who have pledged their support to the Club Aontroma scheme. The Senior Hurling
management led by Darren Gleeson outlined to the squad how supportive the scheme could be to
the aspirations and goals of the Saffron’s which has resulted in the senior hurlers and
management personally joining the Club Aontroma scheme while also committing to sign up
additional family members.

Manager Darren Gleeson said

“As a management team and group of players we recognise that to adequately prepare an
intercounty side it takes considerable support. I am delighted that our senior hurlers, management
and their family members are vested in the success of Antrim and we are delighted to support Club
Aontroma and their efforts to development Gaelic Games within the County at all levels”.

Club Aontroma Chairperson Niall Murphy said

“We are confident that Darren and his management team have assembled the strongest possible
squad of hurlers within the County and we wish them all the best for the rest of the year. We are
delighted the senior hurlers have committed to supporting Club Aontroma which will see resources
distributed back into all of Gaelic Games within Antrim”

Our senior hurlers have had a very positive start to the 2020 campaign and we wish them all the
best for this weekend'’s National League Division 2 Final against Kerry.



https://clubaontroma.com/news/antrim-hurlers-support-club-aontroma
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CAMOGIE and LGFA CONVENTIONS AND GAELFAST ENGAGEMENT November 2019

Ciaran Kearney spoke on our behalf at the LGFA and Camogie Annual Conventions which both took
place on 24" November 2019.

Ciaran also addressed a Celebration of our development squads convened by GaelFast on 18%
November 2019 at St Mary’s University College, Belfast.

Ciaran Kearney
Club Aontroma
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